Wal-Mart moves 
lock, stock & barrel 
several miles to its 

new supercenter 


Aaron Foux pushes a cart full of goods from the old store up 
the ramp of a rental truck for shipment to the new store. 


By ROCHELLE RUCKER 
Business writer 
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ancy Lee's self-confidence faded 
away during a Wal-Mart orien- 
tation in December. All the talk 
about fixtures, invoices and sales 
receipts scared her. 

“I didn’t think IT could learn ev- 
erything” said the 51-year-old stock 
clerk, Who has assembled cash reg- 
isters and put labels on just about 
every piece of equipment in the 
store. 

Now, she’s learning how to oper- 
ate a computer. 

Lee is one of hundreds who took 
part in Wal-Mart's orientation for 
new employees at the supercenter 
located at 4145 N. Dowlen Road. 


On Wednesday the supercenter, a 
relocation of an existing Wal-Mart 
store located a few miles away, will 
celebrate its grand opening. 

Wal-Mart has been a fixture in 
Beaumont for 12 years. A discount 
chain based in Bentonville, Ark. 
Wal-Mart opened at 3955 Eastex 
Freeway in a building vacated by 
Gemco. 

Back then the store employed 
about 200 people and underwent 
extensive remodeling to make it 
more attractive. This past week, to 
prepare for the new store opening, 
management kept the old store 
open and reduced store hours in 
order to purge the inventory, occa- 
sionally causing an inconvenience 
to customers. 

The only noticeable change the 
customer should see is the reduc- 
tion of inventory, said store manag- 
er Ron Wheeler. 

“That is an inconvenience to 
some respect, but we're showing 
them our appreciation by providing 
them with a more advanced store,” 
he said. 

Denise Bingham helped open the 
store on the Eastex Freeway. 

She started as a stock clerk and 
remembers walking into an empty 
building and being part of a group 
that got together to participate in 
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Yolanda Kyle, left, trains Carolyn West, right, on a cash register at the new Wal-Mart adjacent 
to the Parkdale Mall an Dowlen Road while Cynthia Moye, center, watches. 


morning exercises and the Wal- 
Mart cheer. 

“We knew nothing about count- 
ers or shelves or how they were 
supposed to be placed in the store,” 
said Bingham, now an invoice 
clerk, responsible for paying the 
a and checking monthly jour- 
nals. 

“it was the neatest thing. I have 
never known a company that puts 
that much emphasis on exercising. 
It was a lot of excitement.” 

The new location signals a change 
in the assoriment of merchandise, 


which has increased in recent years. 

The signs were everywhere: 
cramped aisles and too few parking 
spaces. 

“The old store is in a good loca- 
tion,” Wheeler said. “We just out- 
grew it. No longer could it accom- 
modate the large amount of trafe.” 

Vic Rogers, managing partner 
with Rogers-Berenson of Beaumont 
— owners of the property, said a 
tenant is slated to move into the old 
space soon. 

He said the name of the tenant 


will be announced when all con- 


tracts have been signed. 

The new Wal-Mart adds 50.000 
square feet of a full-line grocery 
space to the general merchandise 
discount store. 

The 24-hour store will feature 38 
check-out counters and 36 merchan- 
dise departments such as one-hour 
photo processing, vision center, a 
bank and a McDonald's restaurant. 

The new 202,026 square-foot store 
will employ more than 500 people 
in positions including department 
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